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Hunter -- Early Settlement

The first settlements in this mountain wilderness were made by men said
to have been tory cow-boys, but whether they merited this obnoxious title,
or were unjustly forced to leave Putnmam county is conjectural. UWhether they
had made themselves troublesome, or whether the increasing earnestness of the
patriots as the war progressed produced the same effect, there is no means
of knowing. But it is a fact, that Putmam county citizens would no longer
tolerate them, and so without ceremony they were forced to secure safety by
seclusion in the unexplored fastnesses of these mountains and their then
hidden valleys. They were Samuel, Elisha, and John Haines, and Gershom
Griffin. The date of their settlement is not definitely known. They entered
the mountains by way of Kingston and Mink Hollow, and settled on Schoharie
Kill. Their location was discovered some years afterward, about 1786, by
some Dutchmen who came there from the east side of the mountains while hunting
for bears. (p. 323)

The deep, dark, and widespread forests, the rough mountain cliffs, the
wild ravines, gorges, and caves fo the mountains in Hunter, have been from time
immemorial a chosen and favorite resort of lynx, panthers, wolves, bears, deer,
and large venomous snakes.

Among the most celebrated of the early hunters in this town were the
Haines...(p. 326)

Census of 1810 -- Toun of Windham
Elisha Hanes, 12 (p. 39)

Several have met their death by drowning. Elijah Haynes, a son of Elisha,
Vilo Loomis, George W. Willsbee, Charles Higgins, and two Irishmen, were
drowned in Colonel Edwards' mill-pond. They were at work around the dam in the
season of high water, and were carried over the dam to the rocks below. (p. 331)
[Vilo Loomis was the son of Dliver Loomis i26. ]

Dear 0ld Greene County, Catskill, NY, 1915, reprinted Hope Farm Press, 1986.

Tannersville

...It is said that the first settlers had their property confiscated by
Whigs, and that these persons or families were Samuel, Elisha, and John Haines,
who trailed from Kingston through Mink Hollow, in 1791... John Haines was the
first birth in this section. (p. 58)

Hunter

...It was taken from the town of Windham in 1813, the section being known
as Creenland. The earliestsettlers were the Hainmes family, Samuel, John, and
Flisha, who came from Conmecticut. (p. 467)
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